
New BBKA Education Co-ordinator 2 

NBU e-Learning 2 

The Future - Young Beekeepers 3 

Change to Honey Regulations 3 

EU Moratorium Update 4 

Honey Harvest at Nymans Gardens 5 

Worker Bee 5 

Around the Divisions 6 

Dates for your Diary 6 

Jim’s Jottings 7 

West Sussex BKA website 9 

Inside this issue: 
 

W
e

st
 S

u
ss

ex
 B

e
e

ke
e

p
e

rs
’ A

ss
o

ci
at

io
n

 

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
'

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
Volume 5, Issue 6 

September 2015 

 

As you are aware, the Special Delegates Meet-
ing in June did not support the proposition 
that the Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) 
should be moved to June each year to allow a 
better correlation between the ADM and the 
Financial Year.  In last month’s BBKA News, a 
call was made for volunteers for a working 
party to examine the options.  Nine volun-
teers put themselves forward and have held 
their first meeting. 
 
The working party do not consider themselves to be subject matter ex-
perts, a think tank or anything similar – their role is simply to draw opin-
ions from all corners of the BBKA, and to produce recommendations 
which will lead to a deciding vote by Associations.    
 
The first meeting of the working party established a ‘strawman’ set of 
options to provide a framework for a consultation process, and these 
options will be sent to all stakeholders on 24th August 2015 requesting a 
response by 27th September 2015.  The responses should express the 
advantages and disadvantages of each option.  The consultation will also 
ask the stakeholders for any favoured options that the working party has 
not listed.   
 
The ideal solution will be an ADM held sufficiently before the start of the 
next financial year to allow the policies adopted by the ADM to drive the 
coming financial year, both in activities and budgeting.  The second 
driver would be for the ADM to have as much Year to Date (YTD) finan-
cial information available to it as possible, to inform their decision mak-
ing.  There may well be other drivers that come to light from the consul-
tations.  
Continues over -  

 

BBKA Annual Cycle Working Party 



You may find it helpful to know that elected Trustees have legal accountable for the financial results that 
are reflected in the accounts.  Delegates’ Meetings can comment, make policy and take action based on  
the facts shown in the accounts, but the concept of ‘accepting’ the accounts has no legal significance – 
you can disapprove of reality, but can’t reject it!    Similarly, although the constitution lays a responsibility 
for approving the incoming budget on the Area Association Members (AAMs) via ADM Delegates, this is a 
legal anomaly in that (other than as part of our constitution) budget responsibility really resides with the 
Trustees as part of their direct responsibility under charity legislation.   
 

An email address for the working party will be on the BBKA website before the consultation starts. 
 

The BBKA Annual Cycle Working Party  
 
Due to lack of space this is an abridged version of the Working Party’s correspondence.  It is anticipated that a full version will 
be included in the next BBKA News 
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New BBKA Education Co-ordinator 

I have recently taken over the post of BBKA Education Co-ordinator, replacing David Blower.  
Over the past three years a lot of work has been undertaken by David to establish a 
network of education co-ordinators to help identify training needs throughout the 
BBKA membership and additionally plan a series of training events in order to meet 
some of those identified training needs.  These events and activities have been pro-
moted in order to make BBKA members become better beekeepers.  Those highly val-
ued education co-ordinators have been the conduit for information in a two-way proc-
ess between the BBKA and its membership and this valued network is now producing positive results.  
Please continue to support your education co-ordinators.    
  
Although the training is provided as a means to encourage and stimulate more members to undertake 
formal assessment through the BBKA examination system, it is appreciated that this route is not a path 
that everyone wishes to take and the training courses offered will provide consolidation and improve-
ment of beekeeping practices, in turn making us better beekeepers.  The results to date have been very 
encouraging with many training places undertaken and the work continues in providing support for more 
training.   
 

Simon Croson 
simon.croson@bbka.org.uk 

National Bee Unit e-Learning 

The NBU has announced that its e-Learning programme for beekeepers is now 
live and ready for use.  The first module ‘Honey Bee Pests, Diseases and Viruses’ 
covers six main topics; Exotic Threats, Foulbrood, Varroa, Adult Bee Diseases 
and Viruses, Other Brood Disorders and Other Pests.  To access this free plat-
form log into BeeBase www.nationalbeeunit.com/ where you will find an e-
Learning link to the left-hand side of the navigation panel.  
 
When clicking on this, you will be re-directed to the e-Learning platform where you can access the con-
tent.  Like all NBU material, the aim of the module is to provide a good understanding of the issues that 
might affect colony health.   Feedback is welcomed. 
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The Future - Young Beekeepers 

We need more beekeepers to ensure the future of 
our craft  

 

I am writing to you to ask for your help.  Many of the bee-
keepers I have met over the last 35 years or so had their 
first experience of bees whilst they were still at school – 
either through the school or through a friend or relative.  
With changes in our society, this does not happen so often 
now and we need to find ways of bringing on more young 
beekeepers.  
 
You will have read of the success of the English Team at this 
year’s International Meeting of Young Beekeepers (IMYB) but unless we can develop more young bee-
keepers that success will be short lived.  In some countries competition for places is fierce – one country 
had over 120 applicants!  The IMYB is one way of encouraging them but can we do more?  
 

 Develop a greater awareness of beekeeping amongst young people   
 Start a beekeeping club in your local school   
 Encourage members with young children to bring them to meetings  

 
Young Beekeepers are our future   

The average age of beekeepers is increasing all of the time – do your 
bit, fight back and enlist a younger beekeeper!  

 

 
 

Ian Homer   BBKATrustee and IMYB co-ordinator for the BBKA 
ian.homer@bbka.org.uk  

Changes to Honey Regulations 

 

The new Honey (England) Regulations 2015 came into force on 
24th June this year, making the BBKA Leaflet L010 obsolete.  The word-
ing of the regulations is clear, therefore to avoid repetition and re-
print costs if future changes are made, the BBKA has taken the deci-
sion to withdraw Leaflet L010, both in hard copy and the download-
able version from the BBKA website. 
 
The full regulations can be accessed at: 
www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/1348/made 

The English Team lining up at the opening event 
of the 2015 IMYB  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/1348/made
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European Union - Moratorium Update 

1st December 2013 was the start of a two year EU moratorium concerning 

clothianidin, imidacloprid and thiomethoxam and the withdrawal of use on crops 

considered attractive to bees.  One of the consequences was that the products af-

fected were no longer licensed for use.  After the two year period the products 

cannot immediately be reinstated to their previous status. They would be dealt 

with as ‘new products’ for those applications covered by the moratorium. This 

would take time and cost money. 
 

One of the key questions still to be answered is the actual exposure of honeybees in the field to neoni-

cotinoids and previous BBKA statements have described the large scale field trial being undertaken under 

the direction of the Centre of Ecology and Hydrology.  We understand the work is progressing well and 

that some preliminary results may be available later this year.  These results should aid risk assessments 

to determine whether honeybees are being exposed to neonicotinoids and that the exposure is giving rise 

to impacts on honeybee colonies.  This work should address the first caveat in the 2015 ADM proposition 

regarding the continuing support of the EU moratorium, namely independent scientific research showing 

harm or otherwise to honeybees. 
 

120 Day Emergency Authorisations 

Under certain circumstances it is possible for Member States (MS) to authorise the use of a plant protec-

tion product for a period up to 120 days, for a limited and controlled use where such a measure is neces-

sary because of a danger which cannot be contained by any other means.  Recently 120 day emergency 

authorisations have been granted for a very limited use of Modesto and Cruiser OSR in England for use in 

a limited geographical area.    
 

The BBKA first became aware of the decision to grant these Emergency Authorisations at around 08:50 on 

The Today programme on BBC Radio 4 on the morning of the announcement and then later - formally via 

the Pollinator Strategy Advisory Group (PSAG). The BBKA has expressed its dissatisfaction to Defra about 

the lack of prior communication of the decision which had been taken before its public announcement.  
 

Denmark, Finland, Estonia, Romania and Bulgaria have all issued emergency authorisations for the use of 

neonicotinoids.  Members of the PSAG have demanded a special meeting with Defra which the BBKA 

would attend.  We await the Government’s response to the request for such a meeting.   
 

The time at which the BBKA can decide on its position and make its representations most effectively will 

be once we have been able to study the report.  As of today the timing of this is unclear. 

 

Dr David Aston  President British Beekeepers’ Association 

August 2015 

Due to space constraints this is an bridged version of the BBKA communication.  The full version is available on the BBKA web-

site www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/press_office/press_releases.php 
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Honey Harvesting at Nymans Gardens 

Central Sussex Division enjoyed a honey harvesting 
weekend at Nymans Gardens (National Trust) on 
16th & 17th August.  This was held in the gardens’ 
‘potting shed’, a building used for events all year 
round. 
 
We take along some supers, uncapping equipment 
and an extractor and do several timed demonstra-
tions during the day which prove very popular with 
Nymans’ visitors.  Sometimes it’s too popular and we 
have to ask some to come back to the 
next demonstration as the building gets 
full very quickly.  At the last demonstra-
tion on the Sunday we had people 
standing outside and I had to talk them 
through what the demonstrator was do-
ing! 
 
This time we had several members vol-
unteer to do the demonstrating with 
other less experienced members helping with visitors’ questions, tasting the extracted honey, and honey 
sales. 
 
Doing these demonstrations is a good way of reaching the public.  I think it’s because we are physically 
doing something rather than just talking through what we do as well as having many questions to answer 
that sometimes we recruit new members. 
 
We will be attending a show ‘Bountiful Botanics’ at Wakehurst Place Gardens (National Trust & Kew) on 
26th & 27th September and will doing the honey harvesting demonstrations again, so please come along 
and see what we do. 
 
 

Melvyn 
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Worker Bee 

The latest edition of the BBKA e-communication ‘Worker Bee’ is now available on the BBKA website.   
www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_information/the_worker_bee.  Register your details online and have 
‘Worker Bee’ delivered directly to your inbox. 



Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 9:30am - midday to the end of September  -  Meetings at the Pease Pottage Training 

Apiary subject to the weather.   

Saturday 19th September - West Grinstead Ploughing Match & Show, Upper Chancton Farm, Wash-

ington.  www.westgrinsteadploughing.co.uk/ 

Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th September - Honey Harvest Weekend at Wakehurst Place Gar-

dens, Ardingly. 
Further details from Melvyn Essen:  chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk  or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 8th September - ‘Purifying & Maximising Your Wax Crop’ by Andy Willis.  Fishbourne Cen-

tre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne at 7:30pm. 
Further details from Henrietta Currey: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 10th September - a talk by Daisy Day from Wisborough Green Division.   Ferring Village 

Hall at 7:30pm.    

Saturday 12th September - Annual Honey Show at the Findon Sheep Fair, Nepcote Green.  Details 

at: www.findonsheepfair.co.uk/ 

Saturday 26th September - Inspection at the Division’s Out Apiary at 2pm.  

Further details from Phil Carter:  philange5180@btinternet.com  or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Sunday 11th October - London Honey Show.  Lancaster London, Lan-

caster Terrace, W2 2TY.  The Westbourne Suite will again host this an-
nual event.  Details in July’s County News. 
 

Thursday 29th - Saturday 31st October - 84th National Honey 

Show at St George’s College, Weybridge Road, Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2QS.  See last month’s lead ar-
ticle and for full details of the Show Schedule, Entry Fee and Membership of the NHS visit their website 
at www.honeyshow.co.uk 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News. 
 
I made a visit to 17 Smith Square, London in the company 
of fellow WSBKA members to attend the Associations' Fo-
rum organised by the National Bee Unit for the South 
Eastern Region.  Security at DEFRA headquarters was tight 
but we were met and guided through its portals by Diane 
Steele using our bus passes as ID cards to gain visitors’ 
permits. In a basement room our Regional Bee Inspector, 
Julian Parker, welcomed us and gave us his Regional Round-up.  In case you did 
not know it, the bee inspectorate and NBU are now part of APHA, the Animal and 
Plant Health Agency. 

 
So what did we learn?  Firstly, because they had been busy changing to APHA, the inspectorate was na-
tionally some 10,000 inspections down on previous years.  The emphasis was also now very much on ex-
otic pests following the Small Hive Beetle (SHB) outbreak in Italy and the proximity of swarms of potential 
migrant Asian Hornets massing in Northern France.  The foulbroods would continue to be a priority until 
these new pests actually arrived.  

 
Despite the SHB outbreak in Italy, imports of bees have continued unabated and 2,223 packages of bees 
have made their way to our shores, mainly heavily discounted by Italian producers.  The NBU inspectors 
have checked all of these and made follow-up visits to all receiving apiaries with an annual follow up to 
come.  No more incidences of SHB have been reported in Italy since before Christmas nor from the coun-
tries further north who move their bees south for winter.  We have also imported 10,032 queens from 
the EU of which about 30% were inspected.  Apparently it is possible to move bees anywhere in Europe 
with only the originator’s health certificate as evidence that there are no hitchhikers in the box.  Fortu-
nately the UK has an opt-out and we can check anything we want to.  One would assume that the 70% not 
inspected were from areas which were not at risk.  It does rather beg the question why can't we produce 
enough queens of our own?  Should SHB be found in the UK any affected colonies will be burnt in an at-
tempt to eradicate it.  This policy will continue until SHB becomes endemic, when we will learn to live 
with it! 

 
We had a first hand account from Julian of his trip to Bordeaux, not for the wine but to see how the 
French deal with the Asian Hornet which has devastated their beekeeping in some areas.  Little surplus 
honey is produced and colonies under attack fail to build up.  An interesting modification to the front of 
their hives are vertical wires spaced so bees can fly through but hornets can't.  It gives the bees a fighting 
chance as they run the gauntlet of outward-facing yellow faces intent on catching returning bees.  Traps 
were in evidence baited with sweetened beer, but the main defence is to go after the nests.  The work is 
subcontracted to local beekeepers who use cherry pickers to get as high as they can and then poke a 
lance into the nests down which they blow sulphur dioxide gas.  They then poke the nest out of the tree. 
The hornets favour the tops of very high trees and the beekeepers reckon to destroy 90% of nests, but 
come the autumn the falling leaves reveal those they missed which produce enough queens to repopu-
late the area.  The figures suggest that bees, hornets and beekeepers in cherry pickers are about in equi-
librium, enough for bees to survive but not produce much.  These migrants could easily come across the 
channel in vehicles and maybe even be blown in by the wind. 
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There was an interesting session on current R&D from Dr Katherine Roberts, Research Co-ordinator, Fera 
Science Ltd.  Fera is now a company and is owned 75% by Capita and 25% by DEFRA.  Fera Science is con-
tracted to provide lab facilities to APHA.  In practice the same people seem to be in the same seats, they  
just have a different management structure.  One of the things I found interesting in her talk and which I 
was not aware of was the SmartBees project. 

 
SmartBees is a collaborative research project between 16 partners from universities, research institutions 
and companies across Europe.  They are working on solutions to prevent colony losses caused by the Var-
roa mite and viruses and to counteract the systematic replacement of many native European bees with 
only two races, Italian and Carniolan.  The team encompasses geneticists, molecular biologists, parasitolo-
gists, virologists, immunologists, communication specialists, mathematicians, and bee specialists.  There is 
some interesting extension work going on which can be viewed on their website www.smartbees-fp7.eu/.  

 
The main purpose of the Forum was to reintroduce the idea of Bee Health Advisors (BHAs).  I say reintro-
duce since this is an idea that has been around for a while and subsided mainly because people feared it 
might imply getting disease control on the cheap by reducing the inspectorate.  That would appear not to 
be the case.  The current proposals which will be discussed at the next WSBKA committee meeting are for 
each division to appoint one person for approximately every 100 members.  Their role will be to act as a 
filter to screen out non notifiable diseases such as chalk brood or sac brood as well as advise on Nosema 
and Varroa.  The idea is that the beekeeper would phone or e-mail the BHA possibly with photos and dis-
cuss the problem.  Visits would only be made at the request of the beekeeper and the BHA has no author-
ity to ask to see inside hives.  They are not there to be nosey or tell people how they should be keeping 
their bees.  The BHA would be issued with lateral flow devices by the NBU to identify foulbrood but it is 
the beekeeper's decision and responsibility to inform the bee inspector in the event of foulbrood being 
suspected.  There are clearly many details to be worked out, not least of which how might costs incurred 
by the BHA be reimbursed?  There is no funding from the NBU so it would have to come from division 
funds. It is also another job to be done by one of the small group who run divisions.  Then there is the 
question of competency.  The BHA would need experience of diseases and knowledge of the legislation as 
well as having a good hive-side manner.  The NBU will be offering training for BHAs.  It is perhaps worth 
noting that some divisions already operate a mentoring system and queries on disease do come up in e-
mails and phone calls, so they are probably most of the way there already.  I am not sure how much load 
might fall on the single BHA rather than being spread among several mentors.  It may be better for divi-
sions to tailor the concept to their own skills and requirements.   Any comments from members would be 
welcome.  

 
Finally, Julian Parker gave us his top 10 Varroa mistakes: 
 

1. Using thymol too late.  It should be early August while still warm enough 
2. I don't see DWV so I won't treat 
3. Believing pyrethroid resistance no longer exists 
4. Failing to keep VMD treatment records.  This will be tightened up on 
5. Failing to follow the correct procedures when obtaining Amitraz or other non-registered product 

via Vet Med Cascade 
6. Using Amitraz year after year 
7. Overdosing with MAQS 
8. Believing that every concoction available at trade stands is effective, safe and legal 
9. DIY oxalic acid will have to stop as Api-Bioxal will shortly be approved 
10. Believing vaporised oxalic acid fumigation is a good idea.  Face masks used should be for inor-

ganic acid vapours 
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We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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... and finally 
 

 

A REMINDER that applications, counter-signed by a member of your local com-
mittee, and cheques for the 14th November modules need to be with us not 
later than 23rd September.  If there are any problems we are on 01243 584531 
and 079 175 854 24 
 
 

Roger & Marion Brooks 
examsecretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

A more detailed report is to be presented at the next WSBKA committee meeting and will be made avail-
able to anyone who requests a copy through their division.  
 
 
 

Jim 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 

November Modules 


